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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 7, 8, 1 4, 1 5, 42, 46, and 65 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as 
being in improper form because a multiple dependent claim can not depend from any 
other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 7, 8, 
14,15, 42, 46, and 65 not been further treated on the merits. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 -6, 9-1 3, 1 6-41 , 43-45, 47-64, and 66-70 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,588,012 to Tanaka. 



Regarding claims 1 and 3, Tanaka discloses an information transmission system 
(figure 1) in which one or more information output apparatuses (2-2 through 2-7) that 
output an information signal and an information input apparatus 2-1 that accepts input of 
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the information signal from each of the one or more information output apparatuses are 
connected to each other, wherein each information output apparatus comprises: 

an output terminal for outputting only an information signal (data signal which is 
outputted from each device ; 

related information sending means for sending at least specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (control data); and 

information-for-identification superimposing means for superimposing information 
for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal of the information input 
apparatus for accepting input of the information signal on the information signal to be 
output from the output terminal (column-9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction 
for a corresponding device and the user may select the device, Figure 2b, column 4, 
lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which identifies a 
corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed); and 

the information input apparatus comprises: 

a plurality of input terminals (selectors 2-9, 2-13, 2- 6, 2-18 each of which 
receives control data) for accepting input of only the information signal; 

specific information accepting means (selectors 2-9, 2-13, 2- 6, 2-18 each of 
which receives control data) for accepting input of the specific information; 

switching means2-1 1 for switching among the input terminals (column 8, lines 
45-51); 

information-for-identification detecting means 2-1 for detecting the information for 
identification from each of the information signals that are accepted by the terminals by 
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causing the switching means to switch among the respective input terminals (column8, 
lines 28-31); and 

identifying means for identifying an input terminal of the information signal from 
which the information for identification is detected by the information-for- identification 
detecting means as an input terminal of the information signal sent from an information 
output apparatus that sent the specific information via the related information sending 
means (column 4, lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which 
identifies a corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed). 

Regarding claims 2 and 4, Tanaka discloses an information transmission system 
(figure 1) in which one or more information output apparatuses (2-2 through 2-7) that 
output an information signal and an information input apparatus 2-1 that accepts input of 
the information signal from each of the one or more information output apparatuses are 
connected to each other, wherein each information output apparatus comprises: 

an output terminal for outputting only an information signal (data signal which is 
outputted from each device ; 

related information sending means for sending at least specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (control data); and 

information-for-identification superimposing means for superimposing information 
for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal of the information input 
apparatus for accepting input of the information signal on the information signal to be 
output from the output terminal (column 9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction 
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for a corresponding device and the user may select the device, Figure 2b, column 4, 
lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which identifies a 
corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed); and 
the information input apparatus comprises: 

a plurality of input terminals (selectors 2-9, 2-13, 2- 6, 2-18 each of which 
receives control data) for accepting input of only the information signal; 

specific information accepting means (selectors 2-9, 2-13, 2- 6, 2-18 each of 
which receives control data) for accepting input of the specific information; 

switching means2-1 1 for switching among the input terminals (column 8, lines 
45-51); 

information-for-identification detecting means 2-1 for detecting the information for 
identification from each of the information signals that are accepted by the terminals by 
causing the switching means to switch among the respective input terminals (column8, 
lines 28-31); 

notifying means for notifying a user about the information for identification that is 
superimposed on the information signal supplied from an input terminal to which 
switching is made by the switching means by reproducing the information for 
identification (column 3, line 59-column4, line 44, information is retrieved and displayed 
to the user, access information is utilized to output the corresponding information from 
the proper device) 

and decision manipulation means for accepting a manipulation of deciding an 
input terminal of the information signal sent from an information output apparatus that 
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sent the specific information (column 9 t lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction for 
a corresponding device and the user may select the device). 

Regarding claims 5-6, Tanaka discloses that the input apparatus further 
comprises connection management information recording means for recording, when 
the decision manipulation means accepts the deciding manipulation, input terminal 
identification information indicating the input terminal to which switching information is 
made by the switching means and the specific information of the information output 
apparatus in a connection management memory in such a manner that they are 
correlated with each other, (column 3, line 58-column 4, line 44, memory stores the 
access information which identifies which device the corresponding content resides, as 
well as the location of the data itself, such as TV channel numbers, start times, URLs 
telephone numbers and the like, a user selects the desired programming and it is 
displayed, column 9, lines 45-49). 

Regarding claims 9-10, Tanaka discloses connection management information 
supply request generating means for generating a request for supplying connection 
management information stored in the connection management memory of the 
information input apparatus in which the input terminal identification information and the 
specific information of the information output apparatus are correlated with each other 
(the terminal performs a search in which retrieval information is retrieved and stores the 



Application/Control Number: 09/708,256 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2611 

access information which identifies each device and the location of each content to be 
accessed by the respective device, column 3, line 59-column 4, line 26); and 

switching control signal generating means for generating a switching control 
signal to be used for making switching to the input terminal of the information input 
apparatus that is connected to the output terminal of the self apparatus based on the 
connection management information that is supplied from the information input 
apparatus in response to the connection management information supply request 
(column 4, lines 45-55, column 9, lines 4-24); and 

wherein before outputting an information signal via the output terminal the 
information output apparatus sends, via related information sending means, the 
connection management information supply request and the switching control signal 
generated by the switching control signal generating means (column 9, lines 4-24). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Tanaka discloses that the system outputs a display 
message on the information signal when the information signal is a video signal (column 
8, lines 47-50). 

Regarding claim 12, Tanaka discloses that the system outputs a voice message 
on the information signal when the information signal is an audio signal (column 6, line 
66-column 7, line 13, column 8, lines 50-51). 
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Regarding claim 13, Tanaka discloses that the information for identification 
superimposing means of the information output apparatus superimposes pattern 
information that is predetermined as the information for identification on the information 
signal as information for detection (column 3, lines 59-67), 

The information for identification detecting means of the information input 
apparatus detects the pattern information superimposed on the information signal 
(column 4, lines 37-44). 

Regarding claim 16, Tanaka discloses that the information output apparatus 
further comprises manipulation means for accepting a start instruction that commands 
start of processing of identifying an input terminal of the information input apparatus that 
is connected to the output terminal of the self apparatus (column 5, lines 14-19), 

The related information sending means sends the specific information when the 
manipulation means accepts the start instruction input (column 5, lines 20-44), and 

The information for identification superimposing means superimposes the 
information for identification on the information signal when the manipulation means 
accepts the start instruction input (column 5, lines 20-44). 

Claim 17 is met by the discussion of claim 16, with Tanaka additionally disclosing 
a connection change detecting means for detecting a connection change in any of the 
input terminals of the self apparatus (column 5, lines 14-44), and 
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Start request sending means for sending the start request when the connection 
change detecting means detects a connection change in any of the input terminals 
(column 5, lines 14-44). 

Regarding claim 18, Tanaka discloses that the output of the information output 
apparatus and the input terminal of the information input apparatus are connected to 
each other via a communication interface for an analog signal (figure 1 , connection 
between CATV tuner 2-5 and display device 2-12). 

Regarding claim 19, Tanaka discloses that the first interface is an analog 
interface (telephone line 2-2, modem 2-3) and the second interface (data pathways 
between 2-2, 2-3,and the CPU 2-1 )are digital (column 8, lines 33-37, the second 
interface must be digital as the CPU manipulates the internet data for display). 

Regarding claim 20, Tanaka discloses an information output apparatus (2-2 
through 2-7) that output an information signal and an information input apparatus 2-1 
that accepts input of the information signal and capable of accepting input of specific 
information of an electronic apparatus, comprising: 

an output terminal for outputting only an information signal (data signal which is 
outputted from each device ; 

related information sending means for sending at least specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (control data); and 
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information-for-identification superimposing means for superimposing information 
for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal of the information input 
apparatus for accepting input of the information signal on the information signal to be 
output from the output terminal (column 9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction 
for a corresponding device and the user may select the device, Figure 2b, column 4, 
lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which identifies a 
corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed. 

Regarding claim 21, Tanaka discloses an information output apparatus (2-2 
through 2-7) that output an information signal and an information input apparatus 2-1 
that accepts input of the information signal and capable of accepting input of specific 
information of an electronic apparatus, comprising: 

an output terminal for outputting only an information signal (data signal which is 
outputted from each device ; 

related information sending means for sending at least specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (control data); and 

information-for-identification superimposing means for superimposing information 
for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal of the information input 
apparatus for accepting input of the information signal on the information signal to be 
output from the output terminal (column 9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction 
for a corresponding device and the user may select the device, Figure 2b, column 4, 
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lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which identifies a 
corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed). 

Regarding claim 22, Tanaka discloses an information output apparatus (2-2 
through 2-7) connected via a first communication interface (data line) for transmission of 
only an information signal and a second communication interface (control line) capable 
of enabling transmission of an information signal and additional information to an 
information input apparatus 2-1 that accepts input of the information signal and 
additional information via the second communications interface, comprising: 

an output terminal for outputting only an information signal (data signal which is 
outputted from each device ; 

related information sending means for sending at least specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (control data); and 

information-for-identification superimposing means for superimposing information 
for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal of the information input 
apparatus for accepting input of the information signal on the information signal to be 
output from the output terminal (column 9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction 
for a corresponding device and the user may select the device, Figure 2b, column 4, 
lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which identifies a 
corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed. 
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Regarding claim 23, Tanaka discloses an information output apparatus (2-2 
through 2-7) connected via a first communication interface (data line) for transmission of 
only an information signal and a second communication interface (control line) capable 
of enabling transmission of an information signal and additional information to an 
information input apparatus 2-1 that accepts input of the information signal and 
additional information via the second communications interface, comprising: 

an output terminal for outputting only an information signal (data signal which is 
outputted from each device ; 

related information sending means for sending at least specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (control data); and 

information-for-identification superimposing means for superimposing information 
for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal of the information input 
apparatus for accepting input of the information signal on the information signal to be 
output from the output terminal (column 9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction 
for a corresponding device and the user may select the device, Figure 2b, column 4, 
lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which identifies a 
corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed). 

Regarding claim 24, see claim 6. 

Regarding claim 25, Tanaka discloses that the information output apparatus 
sends to the information input apparatus via the information sending means, a switching 
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control signal (column 8, lines 45-51) including the specific information of the self 
apparatus and to be used for making switching to the input terminal of the information 
input apparatus that is connected to the output terminal of the self apparatus before 
outputting the information signal via the output terminal (column 4, lines 9-44). 

Regarding claim 26, see claim 9. 

Regarding claim 27, Tanaka discloses that the information output apparatus 
further comprises manipulation means for accepting a start instruction that commands 
start of processing of identifying an input terminal of the information input apparatus that 
is connected to the output terminal of the self apparatus (column 5, lines 14-19), 

The related information sending means sends the specific information when the 
manipulation means accepts the start instruction input (column 5, lines 20-44), and 

The information for identification superimposing means superimposes the 
information for identification on the information signal when the manipulation means 
accepts the start instruction input (column 5, lines 20-44). 

Regarding claims 28-30, see claims 11-13 

Regarding claim 31 , Tanaka discloses that the terminal may detect if the specific 
information is not stored, and the information for identification super imposing means 
superimposes the information for identification on the information signal when the 
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detecting means detects that the input terminal identification information is not stored 
(column 3, line 50-column 4, line 26, if the information is not stored locally the terminal 
connects to a server to retrieve it). 

Regarding claim 32, see claim 16. 

Regarding claims 33-34 see claims 18-19. 

Regarding claim 35, Tanaka discloses an information input apparatus 2-1 
connected to an information output apparatus (2-2 through 2-7) having an output 
terminal for outputting only an information signal (display signals) and capable of 
sending specific information of an electronic apparatus, comprising: 

an output terminal for outputting only an information signal (data signal which is 
outputted from each device ; 

related information sending means for sending at least specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (control data); and 

information-for-identification superimposing means for superimposing information 
for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal of the information input 
apparatus for accepting input of the information signal on the information signal to be 
output from the output terminal (column 9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction 
for a corresponding device and the user may select the device, Figure 2b, column 4, 
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lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which identifies a 
corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed); and 
the information input apparatus comprises: 

a plurality of input terminals (selectors 2-9, 2-13, 2- 6, 2-18 each of which 
receives control data) for accepting input of only the information signal; 

specific information accepting means (selectors 2-9, 2-13, 2- 6, 2-18 each of 
which receives control data) for accepting input of the specific information; 

switching means2-1 1 for switching among the input terminals (column 8, lines 
45-51); 

information-for-identification detecting means 2-1 for detecting the information for 
identification from each of the information signals that are accepted by the terminals by 
causing the switching means to switch among the respective input terminals (column8, 
lines 28-31); and 

identifying means for identifying an input terminal of the information signal from 
which the information for identification is detected by the information-for- identification 
detecting means as an input terminal of the information signal sent from an information 
output apparatus that sent the specific information via the related information sending 
means (column 4, lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which 
identifies a corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed). 

Regarding claim 36, Tanaka discloses an information input apparatus 2-1 
connected to an information output apparatus (2-2 through 2-7) having an output 
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terminal for outputting only an information signal (display signals) and capable of 
sending specific information of an electronic apparatus, comprising: 

an output terminal for outputting only an information signal (data signal which is 
outputted from each device ; 

related information sending means for sending at least specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (control data); and 

information-for-identification superimposing means for superimposing information 
for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal of the information input 
apparatus for accepting input of the information signal on the information signal to be 
output from the output terminal (column 9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction 
for a corresponding device and the user may select the device, Figure 2b, column 4, 
lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which identifies a 
corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed); and 

the information input apparatus comprises: 

a plurality of input terminals (selectors 2-9, 2-13, 2- 6, 2-18 each of which 
receives control data) for accepting input of only the information signal; 

specific information accepting means (selectors 2-9, 2-13, 2- 6, 2-18 each of 
which receives control data) for accepting input of the specific information; 

switching means2-11 for switching among the input terminals (column 8, lines 
45-51); 

information-for-identification detecting means 2-1 for detecting the information for 
identification from each of the information signals that are accepted by the terminals by 
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causing the switching means to switch among the respective input terminals (column8, 
lines 28-31); 

notifying means for notifying a user about the information for idientification that is 
superimposed on the information signal supplied from an input terminal to which 
switching is made by the switching means by reproducing the information for 
identification (column 3, line 59-column4, line 44, information is retrieved and displayed 
to the user, access information is utilized to output the corresponding information from 
the proper device) 

and decision manipulation means for accepting a manipulation of deciding an 
input terminal of the information signal sent from an information output apparatus that 
sent the specific information (column 9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction for 
a corresponding device and the user may select the device). 

Regarding claim 37, Tanaka discloses an information input apparatus 2-1 
connected via a first communication interface (data line) for transmission of only an 
information signal and second communication interface enabling transmission of an 
information signal and additional information (control line) to an information output 
apparatus (2-2 through 2-7) having an output terminal for the first communication 
interface and capable of sending information to the second communication interface 
comprising: 

an output terminal for outputting only an information signal (data signal which is 
outputted from each device ; 
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related information sending means for sending at least specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (control data); and 

information-for-identification superimposing means for superimposing information 
for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal of the information input 
apparatus for accepting input of the information signal on the information signal to be 
output from the output terminal (column 9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction 
for a corresponding device and the user may select the device, Figure 2b, column 4, 
lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which identifies a 
corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed); and 

the information input apparatus comprises: 

a plurality of input terminals (selectors 2-9, 2-13, 2- 6, 2-18 each of which 
receives control data) for accepting input of only the information signal; 

specific information accepting means (selectors 2-9, 2-13, 2- 6, 2-18 each of 
which receives control data) for accepting input of the specific information; 

switching means2-1 1 for switching among the input terminals (column 8, lines 
45-51); 

information-for-identification detecting means 2-1 for detecting the information for 
identification from each of the information signals that are accepted by the terminals by 
causing the switching means to switch among the respective input terminals (column8, 
lines 28-31); and 

identifying means for identifying an input terminal of the information signal from 
which the information for identification is detected by the information-for- identification 
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detecting means as an input terminal of the information signal sent from an information 
output apparatus that sent the specific information via the related information sending 
means (column 4, lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which 
identifies a corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed). 

Regarding claim 38, Tanaka discloses an information input apparatus 2-1 
connected via a first communication interface (data line) for transmission of only an 
information signal and second communication interface enabling transmission of an 
information signal and additional information (control line) to an information output 
apparatus (2-2 through 2-7) having an output terminal for the first communication 
interface and capable of sending information to the second communication interface 
comprising: 

an output terminal for outputting only an information signal (data signal which is 
out putted from each device ; 

related information sending means for sending at least specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (control data); and 

information-for-identification superimposing means for superimposing information 
for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal of the information input 
apparatus for accepting input of the information signal on the information signal to be 
output from the output terminal (column 9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction 
for a corresponding device and the user may select the device, Figure 2b, column 4, 
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lines 9-44, each device is accessed via access information which identifies a 
corresponding input device and the location of content to be displayed); and 
the information input apparatus comprises: 

a plurality of input terminals (selectors 2-9, 2-1 3, 2- 6, 2-1 8 each of which 
receives control data) for accepting input of only the information signal; 

specific information accepting means (selectors 2-9, 2-13, 2- 6, 2-18 each of 
which receives control data) for accepting input of the specific information; 

switching means2-11 for switching among the input terminals (column 8, lines 
45-51); 

information-for-identification detecting means 2-1 for detecting the information for 
identification from each of the information signals that are accepted by the terminals by 
causing the switching means to switch among the respective input terminals (column8, 
lines 28-31); 

notifying means for notifying a user about the information for identification that is 
superimposed on the information signal supplied from an input terminal to which 
switching is made by the switching means by reproducing the information for 
identification (column 3, line 59-column4, line 44, information is retrieved and displayed 
to the user, access information is utilized to output the corresponding information from 
the proper device) 

and decision manipulation means for accepting a manipulation of deciding an 
input terminal of the information signal sent from an information output apparatus that 
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sent the specific information (column 9, lines 7-12, user inputs a retrieval instruction for 
a corresponding device and the user may select the device). 

Regarding claims 39-40 see claims 5-6. 

Regarding claim 41 , see claim 25. 

Regarding claims 43-45, see claims 11-13. 

Regarding claim 46 see claim 31 . 

Regarding claims 47-49, see claims 17-19. 

Regarding claims 50-51, Tanaka discloses a connection relationship 
identification method (figure 2 a/b) for identifying an input terminal of an information 
input apparatus 2-1 to which an information output apparatus (22-2 through 2-7) is 
connected in a case where the information output apparatus is connected to the 
information input apparatus via one of a plurality of input terminals of the information 
input apparatus for accepting input of only an information signal (data connection) and 
the information input apparatus is capable of accepting specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (access data) comprising the steps of: 
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The information output apparatus sending specific information of the self- 
apparatus to the information input apparatus (user request for access information, 
column 3, lines 50-column 4, line 26) 

The information output apparatus's sending information for identification to be 
used for identifying an input terminal of the information input apparatus in such a 
manner that it is superimposed on the information signal to be output via an output 
terminal connected to the input terminal of the information input apparatus (column 4, 
lines 9-18, access information identifies which device accesses which content and 
where it is stored) 

Information input apparatus detecting the information for identification from the 
information signal supplied via the input terminal by switching among the input terminals 
(column 8, lines 28-31), and identifying an input terminal of the information signal from 
which the information for identification is detected as an input terminal of the information 
signal send from the information output apparatus that sent the specific information 
(column 4, lines 9-18, access information identifies which device accesses which 
content and where it is stored). 

Regarding claims 52-53, Tanaka discloses a connection relationship 
identification method (figure 2 a/b) for identifying an input terminal of an information 
input apparatus 2-1 to which an information output apparatus (22-2 through 2-7) is 
connected in a case where the information output apparatus is connected to the 
information input apparatus via one of a plurality of input terminals of the information 
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input apparatus for accepting input of only an information signal (data connection) via a 
first communication interface and a second communication interface (control data) 
enabling transmission of the information signal and additional information comprising 
the steps of: 

The information output apparatus sending specific information of the self- 
apparatus to the information input apparatus (user request for access information, 
column 3, lines 50-column 4, line 26) via the second interface, 

The information output apparatus's sending information for identification to be 
used for identifying an input terminal of the information input apparatus in such a 
manner that it is superimposed on the information signal to be output via an output 
terminal connected to the input terminal of the information input apparatus via the first 
interface (column 4, lines 9-18, access information identifies which device accesses 
which content and where it is stored) 

. Information input apparatus detecting the information for identification from the 
information signal supplied via the input terminal by switching among the input terminals 
(column 8, lines 28-31), and identifying an input terminal of the information signal from 
which the information for identification is detected as an input terminal of the information 
signal send from the information output apparatus that sent the specific information 
(column 4, lines 9-18, access information identifies which device accesses which 
content and where it is stored). 
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Regarding claims 54-55, Tanaka discloses a connection relationship 
identification method (figure 2 a/b) for identifying an input terminal of an information 
input apparatus 2-1 to which an information output apparatus (22-2 through 2-7) is 
connected in a case where the information output apparatus is connected to the 
information input apparatus via one of a plurality of input terminals of the information 
input apparatus for accepting input of only an information signal (data connection) and 
the information input apparatus is capable of accepting specific information of an 
electronic apparatus (access data) comprising the steps of: 

a start request transmitting step in which the information output apparatus sends 
the information input apparatus a start request (column 5, lines 14-19), that includes 
specific information of the self apparatus and requests start of processing identifying an 
input terminal of the information input apparatus to which the information output 
apparatus is connected (column 5, lines 19-44); 

an information-for-identification sending step which the information output 
apparatus sends information for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal 
of the information input apparatus in such a manner that it is superimposed on the 
information signal to be output via an output terminal connected to the input terminal of 
the information input apparatus (column 4, lines,9-25, column 5, lines 19-44, access 
information is utilize to locate which input terminal has the content and where it is 
located) 

an information-for-identification detecting step (column 4, lines, 9-25, column 5, 
lines 19-44) in which the information input apparatus detects the information for 
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identification from the information signal supplied via the input terminal by switching 
among the input terminals (column 8, lines 45-51); and 

an input terminal identifying step in which the information input apparatus 
identifies an input terminal of the information signal from which the identification is 
detected as an input terminal of the information signal sent from the information output 
apparatus that sent the specific information when the information is detected in the 
detection of the information for identification detecting step (column 4, lines.9-25, 
column 5, lines 19-44, access information is utilize to locate which input terminal has the 
content and where it is located). 

Regarding claims 56-57, Tanaka discloses a connection relationship 
identification method (figure 2 a/b) for identifying an input terminal of an information 
input apparatus 2-1 to which an information output apparatus (22-2 through 2-7) is 
connected in a case where the information output apparatus is connected to the 
information input apparatus via one of a plurality of input terminals of the information 
input apparatus for accepting input of only an information signal (data connection) via a 
first communication interface and a second communication interface (control data) 
enabling transmission of the information signal and additional information comprising 
the steps of: 

a start request transmitting step in which the information output apparatus sends 
the information input apparatus a start request (column 5, lines 14-19), that includes 
specific information of the self apparatus and requests start of processing identifying an 
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input terminal of the information input apparatus to which the information output 
apparatus is connected (column 5 f lines 19-44); 

an information-for-identification sending step which the information output 
apparatus sends information for identification to be used for identifying an input terminal 
of the information input apparatus in such a manner that it is superimposed on the 
information signal to be output via an output terminal connected to the input terminal of 
the information input apparatus (column 4, lines,9-25, column 5, lines 19-44, access 
information is utilize to locate which input terminal has the content and where it is 
located) 

an information-for-identification detecting step (column 4, lines,9-25, column 5, 
lines 19-44) in which the information input apparatus detects the information for 
identification from the information signal supplied via the input terminal by switching 
among the input terminals (column 8, lines 45-51); and 

an input terminal identifying step in which the information input apparatus 
identifies an input terminal of the information signal from which the identification is 
detected as an input terminal of the information signal sent from the information output 
apparatus that sent the specific information when the information is detected in the 
detection of the information for identification detecting step (column 4, lines,9-25, 
column 5, lines 19-44, access information is utilize to locate which input terminal has the 
content and where it is located). 



Regarding clam 58, see claim 6. 
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Regarding claim 59, Tanaka discloses that the information output apparatus 
sends to the information input apparatus via the information sending means, a switching 
control signal (column 8, lines 45-51) including the specific information of the self 
apparatus and to be used for making switching to the input terminal of the information 
input apparatus that is connected to the output terminal of the self apparatus before 
outputting the information signal via the output terminal (column 4, lines 9-44). 

Regarding claim 60, see claim 25. 

Regarding claim 61, see claim 10. 

Regarding claims 62-64, see claims 11-13. 

Regarding claim 66, see claim 31 . 

Regarding claims 67-70, see claims 16-19. 

Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Application/Control Number: 09/708,256 Page 28 

Art Unit: 2611 

U.S. Patent 6,219,839 to Sampsell: On-Screen Electronic Resources Guide. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7298. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday during normal 
business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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